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2011 ANNUAL NGAI CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS 

The location was Chicago, truly 

Chicago! Michigan Avenue! While 

golf was in the suburbs, the Hilton 

Chicago hosted approximately 450 

Illinois guard men and women 

who met together for a combined 

NGAI Annual Conference, Family 

Readiness Conference, and IL 

Army National Guard Senior 

Leader Conference. 

 

Hosted by the 108 Sustainment 

Brigade, NGAI events included 

golf, of course, at Carriage Greens 

Country Club in Darien. It was a 

great venue and a fun day, until the 

weather got a little nasty. As often 

happens, Kathy Celletti’s four-

some again took the low score for 

the scramble. She’s a great golfer. 

(See picture) 

 

Presiding at the annual meeting, 

Col Cory Reid conducted the busi-

ness of the association in a short, 

sweet, and to the point process. 

Several important issues were dis-

cussed and voted upon. In all, 

fourteen resolutions, all specific to 

Illinois guard units, or to Illinois 

industry initiatives were briefed, 

discussed, and voted upon to be 

forwarded to NGAUS and EAN-

GUS. Not for quite some time has 

NGAI had such weighty resolu-

tions to consider and forward for 

national consideration. THIS IS 

WHAT STATE ASSOCIATIONS 

ARE ALL ABOUT! 

Turning to internal business, the asso-

ciation considered ten changes to the 

Constitution and Bylaws. While some 

changes were merely administrative, 

several are critical to the efficient op-

eration of our corporation. Of particular 

interest, prompting good discussion 

was the proposal for establishing future 

membership dues. The association 

voted that the Board of Directors will, 

by August of each year, establish the 

dues for the upcoming dues year, those 

dues to take effect on October 1 of that 

same year. 

 

Brig Gen (Ret) Richard Green, 

NGAUS Director of Legislative Activi-

ties, again honored us with his atten-

dance at our conference. His update on 

national legislative issues was pertinent 

as always.  

Additionally, he effectively speaks 

to the need for state association 

support of NGAUS and EANGUS, 

and the need for strong membership 

in these critical professional asso-

ciations. 

 

Industry partners are critical to state 

associations as well as NGAUS and 

EANGUS. AM General Corp, a 

GOLD NGAI Industry Partner, and 

USAA, a SILVER NGAI Industry 

Partner, were both with us at the 

conference. Maj Gen (Ret) Doug 

Barnett, former TAG of Florida, 

represented AM General. CMSgt 

(Ret) Jeff Lady, formerly of the 

Oregon guard, and NGB, presented 

several raffled items from USAA. 

We appreciate our INDUSTRY 

PARTNERS. 

 

Three rather distinguished awards 

were presented at the conference: 

The Army Outstanding Unit Award 

to the 108th Sustainment Brigade; 

the Air Outstanding Unit Award to 

the 182nd Airlift Wing; and the 

NGAI Dist inguished Service 

Award to outgoing president Col 

Cory Reid for his great and dedi-

cated work for the association for 

the past several years. Shortly after 

the awards presentation, Col Reid 

abdicated the throne and LTC Joe 

Schweichert, recently returned from 

a year in Afghanistan, assumed the 

duties of NGAI president for the 

next year. 

The winning team: Jay Celletti, 

Kathy Celletti, MG Celletti, and Roy 

Blumenshine. 
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“The Good Lord willing and the creek don’t rise” is a common expression 

used to express someone’s intention to accomplish something, barring acts 

of God or Nature.  Of course, we in the National Guard see that expression 

put to the test both figuratively and literally.  Even as many of our Soldiers 

and Airmen are returning from flood duty in southern Illinois, and still 

keeping a watchful eye on the river levels and weather forecasts, other units 

are returning from operations overseas or preparing to go out on new mis-

sions.  Our best-laid plans, whether involving our family, career, or school, 

are often put on hold due to the requirements of deployments or other con-

tingencies. 

This is why it is so important that your National Guard Association of Illi-

nois is here to help secure the benefits that your service has earned.  As 

your new President, my focus for this year is to ensure that the NGAI is an 

effective Advocate for your benefits, that we proactively Collaborate with 

the other organizations and agencies that support our goals and provide ser-

vices to you, and most importantly that we Communicate with you, our 

members. 

We are in the midst of several initiatives to improve our ability to accom-

plish these goals.  One is this publication, the Prairie Minuteman.  For the 

last couple of years, we have been publishing it in both electronic as well as 

paper form.  Many of you have commented on the convenience of receiving 

the electronic version via email, and we want to continue to improve it, and 

make it more relevant to you, our members.  We are always interested in 

receiving articles from the field, either on special events or accomplish-

ments of our units, or on initiatives that you feel the Association needs to 

get involved with.  We are also open to suggestions of new features or arti-

cles that you would be interested in. 

A second area of emphasis will be reinvigorating the NGAI committee 

structure.  Many people don’t realize that you don’t have to be a board 

member to be a member of a committee.  We have committees on Member-

ship, Legislative Affairs, Constitution and By-Laws, Awards, and several 

other areas.  If you are interested in getting involved in any of these areas, 

and making a difference in the future of your National Guard, please con-

tact me. 

Finally, as many of you are aware, our NGAI.com website needs an update.  

We are working with a number of people to develop a new and improved 

website, with better access to the information our members most need, and 

hope to be rolling it out live this year.  We want to make it more interactive, 

as well as more user-friendly.  We also want to make sure you have the op-

portunity to easily contact us on issues you are concerned about. 

I truly believe these initiatives can make the association more relevant and 

responsive to you, our members.  We want to be a strong voice for the Sol-

diers, Airmen, retirees and families of the Illinois National Guard, but in 

order to be your voice, we have to hear from you! 

 

 

President:  

Joe Sweickert  

NEW  
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Julie will gradu-
ate from Spring-
field High School 
(SHS) in June.  
She will be at-
tending the Uni-
versity of Illinois 
a t  U r b a n a -
Champaign this 
fall majoring in 
Psychology.  During her life 
thus far, she has been very active 
with Southside Christian Church in 
Springfield where she has partici-
pated in several mission trips. She 
is a member of the National Honor 
Society, Junior State of America 
and is treasurer for the Student 
Government. She continues to 
commit many volunteer hours in 
service to help others which is her 

ultimate goal in life.  

 

Scholarship Winners Announced  

Army Guard Award of $1000 

Julie Pascoe 
Air Guard Award of $1000 

Ashley Miller 

USAA/EANGUS award of $500 

Luke Worthington 

Letter from last yearôs Scholarship WinnerðNatalie Richardson  

(SGM John Richardsonôs Daughter) 
 

Dear NGAI Members,  
I will be graduating from LLCC this spring at the top of my class thanks to 
your scholarship!  I will be transferring this fall to Illinois State University 
to study Organizational and Leadership  
Communication.  Thank you so much for believing in me!  
 

Ashley is a graduate of Naperville 
North High School. Her activities 
include selection as a National  
Merit Scholar, numerous AP 
classes, orchestra, JETS, serving 
as an officer for NHS and IJCL, 
and being a state qualifier in bad-
minton. During the summer of 
2010, she was selected as a 
NASA INSPIRE Program intern at 
the NASA Glenn Research Facil-
ity. This fall she will attend the Uni-
versity of Central Florida. 

Luke Worthington is currently  attending Minnesota State University.  
He plans on majoring in Spanish Education and hopes to minor in Eng-
lish.  While attending West Prairie High School in Sciota, Luke was ac-
tive in Spanish Club, YMCA swim team, and his school swim team.  He 
was on the honor roll from 2008-2010, received an American Legion 
Citizenship award, and was also a YMCA state competition finalist.  He 
will continue his education in Minnesota, and is on course to graduate 
with his class in 2014. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EANGUS 40th 

Annual Con-

ference  

Charleston, 

West Virginia  

 

"Almost 

Heaven - Two 

Thousand 

Eleven"  

Aug 14 - Aug 

17 2011  
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In the Spotlight:  Kathie Bowman  

Members of Class 55A Join NGAI 
 
On March 20th of 2011, eleven Army Na-

tional Guard members were commissioned 

from the accelerated program.  All of them 

joined the National Guard Association upon 

completion of the course.  Congratulations to 

our newest members, we feel honored that 

you joined NGAI, and will be supporting your 

association! 

 Kathie Bowman, former three-year secretary 
for the National Guard Association of Illinois, retired 
from the Illinois Air National Guard this past month.  
We would like to highlight her activity with NGAI and 
share a personal challenge Kathie took on while par-
ticipating in the 22nd Annual Bataan Memorial Death 
March. 

After becoming a lifetime member of NGAI in 
1991, she became involved as a committee chairman 
for the last four NGAI Annual Conferences hosted by 
Peoria; two of which she was Banquet Chairman and 
two years she was the Registration Chairman.  She 
was appointed Secretary for the Illinois National 
Guard Association after she filled in for a service 
member who resigned because of receiving deploy-
ment notice.  A job-well-done by Kathie gave the 
board reason to elect her for an additional two year 
duty. 
This past March, Kathie participated in the 22nd An-
nual Bataan Memorial Death March held in White 
Sands, New Mexico.  She had heard about it through 
testimonials from two former participants, Lt Col 
Mike Smith (Ret) and MSgt Dottie Detorres (566 Air 
Force Band Member).   

Kathie knew she would be retiring soon, and because 
of that she wanted to add one more adventure to her 
ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅȢ  Ȱ)ȭÄ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÄ ÓÅÖÅÎ ÍÁÒÁÔÈÏÎÓ 
previously, but had never run in combat boots and 
full military gear. Nor had I experienced running 
through the desert in high heat and high wind condi-
ÔÉÏÎÓȟȱ +ÁÔÈÉÅ ÓÔÁÔÅÄȢ  4ÈÅ "ÁÔÁÁÎ -ÅÍÏÒÉÁÌ $ÅÁÔÈ 
March is an event held to honor the Army, Army Air 
Corps, Navy and Marine World War II heroes who 
were responsible for the defense of the islands of Lu-
zon, Corregidor and the harbor defense in the Philip-
pines.  Marchers come to this memorial event for 
various reasons ɀ personal challenge, the spirit of 
competition or to foster spirit de corps in their unit.  
Kathie finished second in her age category but more 
importantly gained a new appreciation of those 
brave men and women who sacrificed their lives for 
the freedoms we enjoy today.   

Kathie will be greatly missed. As her partici-
pation in the Bataan Memorial Marathon shows, she 
always went above and beyond her duties as a mem-
ber of the Illinois Air National Guard and also the Na-
tional Guard Association of Illinois. 

Thank you Kathie Bowman on a career WELL 
DONE! 
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Meet the New NGAI Board Members  
 Conference time means changes to the NGAI board each year. In 

addition to a new president and president elect, the association elected a vice 

president, secretary, vice president EANGUS, and directors for the 404th 

MEB, 182ND Airlift Wing, and 108th SB. 
 Assuming  his new role as association president, LTC Joe 
Schweickert, recently returned from Afghanistan, will be leading the asso-

ciation this year. LTC Schweickert is a full time employee of the Illinois 

Nation Guard and will “reintegrate” into the deputy HRO position which he 

left over a year ago. 

 Col Jonathan Boehning, completing his second year on the board, 

will be president-elect for the next year, preparing to lead the association for 

the 2012-2013 year. Col Boehning commands the 126th medical group, and 

is a professor of Technology at Kaskaskia College in Centralia, IL. 

 Leaving his post as Director of the 108th SB, Col Michael Zerbonia 

will assume the duties of association  vice president, and will move up to 

president elect and finally president for the year 2013-2014. Col Z, the Com-

mander of the 108th Sustainment Brigade, is a state trooper and commanders  

the 9th district in Sangamon Co. 

 Joining the association as secretary is Maj Christopher McIntyre. Chris is a pilot for the ILNG and is the full time detachment com-

mander at the Decatur Flight Facility. 

 The newly elected vice president for EANGUS is SGM Steven Pearson. SGM Pearson has been an Illinois guardsman for a long time in 

several units. He lives in Chicago and is a full time employee of the ILNG assigned to the 108th Sustainment Brigade at North Riverside. 
 Stepping in as new director of the108th Sustainment Brigade is LTC Matthew Voyles. Matt just completed a “tour” as project officer for 

the 2011 annual conference at the Chicago Hilton. Matt, a long time member of the ILNG is the full time officer in charge to the 108th SB.   

 Director of the 404th Maneuver Enhance Brigade is Capt Timothy Newman. Capt Newman is an engineering cell assistant operations 

officer. He has been an Illinois guardsman for eleven years. Tim lives in Plainfield, IL, and works downtown Chicago in construction management 

for The Rise group. 

 Rounding out our field of new directors is CMSgt Roger Masters, 182nd Airlift Wing director. No stranger to NGAI, the chief has been 

involved in various volunteer capacities with NGAI. He is a full time employee of the ILANG at the 182nd AW. 

 Lastly, but certainly not least, Col Milt Nichols, whom we all know, and has been on the board of NGAI far longer than anyone currently 

serving, was re-elected to serve as director of retirees. Welcome again Milt. 

 

A GREAT BIG WELCOME TO ALL OF OUR NEW AND RETURNING NGAI BOARD MEMBERS! 

Picture:  from left to right:  LTC Schweickert, Col Zerbonia, LTC 

Voyles, Maj McIntyre, Capt Newman, and SGM Pearson and ad-

ministrating the Oath of Office  is President Elect John Boehning 

2011  

Conference  

Pictures!  
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A Milwaukee Meeting 

Letter from Bill Goddard 
 For the past twenty years I have been responsible for NGAI’s insurance benefit program.  As of December 31, 

2010 I relinquished my responsibilities to Col (Ret) ANG Dan Fleming/COL (Ret) James Brusek.  COL (Ret) 

Brusek’s wife continues to provide service to the previous program established, and administered by Militia admin 

services. 

 During this time I have enjoyed one of the greatest times in my life, because of the outstanding support pro-

vided by the Army/Air Senior Commander, subordinate Commander, and personnel from both the Army and Air. 

 During this period, because of overseas deployments, thousands of Illinois personnel took advantage to protect 

their families through NGAI’s Insurance program. 

 Unfortunately many Guard members forget to further their future family commitment after being separated 

from active duty, or discharge. 

 Many Senior Commanders, Subordinate Commanders, and retired are presently contacting the association with 

hopes of again re-applying for insurance coverage until age 100. 

 My message as a forms Retiree, don’t wait.  Contact COL (Ret) Brusek/Fleming, update your insurance needs, 

take advantage of a good program, “No other like it” take again thanks for your continued support. 

             -BILL Goddard 

You will find plenty of beer and brats at this 

year’s NGAUS conference in Milwaukee, a 

city famous for both.  Packer Pride will be 

evident, as will that distinctive roar of a 

Harley-Davidson motorcycle. The city’s fa-
mous for both of those, too.  “We are all ex-

cited to show off the city,” says Col. Mark 

Michie, the Wisconsin National Guard’s con-

ference cochairman. “They [conference at-

tendees] should really take advantage of their 

free time here.”   

 

THE CITY 

Situated on southeastern corner of the Badger 

State, Milwaukee was once known almost 

exclusively as a brewing and  manufacturing 

powerhouse, Milwaukee is much more than 
that now.  In recent years, it has added the 

Milwaukee River Walk, the Frontier Airlines 

Center, Pier Wisconsin, an internationally 

renowned addition to the Milwaukee Art 

Museum, and Miller Park, the home of the 

Milwaukee Brewers.  

 

THE CONFERENCE 

Illinois attendees will likely arrive by auto 

from down south either via I-43 or I-94. Ar-

riving via I-94, you can stop on your way 
into the conference headquarters at our hotel, 

The Wyndam Airport Hotel and Conference 

Center. While it is a 7 mile drive to the Fron-

tier Airlines Convention Center from the 

Wyndam, bus transportation will be provided 

starting Friday. 

Illinois will have lots of company at the 

Wyndam. The hotel facilities are quite 

conducive to great hospitality suites. Shar-

ing the hotel with us is Pennsylvania, Ala-

bama, California, Kansas, Michigan, Min-
nesota, and South Carolina. 

 

The NGAUS Golf Tournament on Aug. 26 

will be played at the Silver Spring Golf & 

Banquet Center, one of Greater Milwau-

kee’s premier courses.  A unique event at 

this year’s conference will be the Freedom 

Ride, a motorcycle road trip from the 

streets of Milwaukee to the scenic country-

side of Holy Hill. The ride starts the morn-

ing of Aug. 26 and will return in the after-

noon.   
 

Other events that evening include Com-

pany Grade/Warrant Officer Mixer on the 

shores of Lake Michigan.  Hopefully, run-

ners will save their energy for the 5K Fun 

Run at 6:30 a.m., Aug. 27.    

As always, elected officials, defense lead-

ers and senior Guard officers will speak 

during the three main sessions, separate 

sessions and professional development 

workshops.  One of the highlights of the 
conference figures to be the Governor’s 

Reception on the evening of Aug. 27 at the 

Harley-Davidson Museum.  Conference 

attendees will have the place to themselves 

and plenty of  food, drink and music.   

Much more than a nostalgia trip for motorcy-

cle enthusiasts, the museum  houses more 

than 450 motorcycles and thousands of arti-

facts. As always, the conference will close 

with its annual States Dinner; the appropriate 
attire in  Milwaukee will be dress blues, mess 

dress or black tie.  

 

Registration for all attendees, including 

hotel reservations, is through NGAI. The 

registration form is on the web at 

www.ngai.com/conference. Illinois has 30 

rooms reserved at the Wyndam, and will be 

allocated on a first come first served basis. 

NGAI needs YOUR registration by 21 Jun. 

Unreserved rooms will be returned to 

NGAUS on 30 Jun. 

133rd NGAUS General  

Conference & Exhibition 

Frontier Airlines Center  

August 27-29, 2011  

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

ILLINOIS CONFERENCE HOTEL: 

WYNDHAM MILWAUKEE AIRPORT 

HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER 
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NATIONAL GUARD ASSOCIATION OF ILLINOIS 
1301 N. MacArthur  Blvd. 
Springfield , IL 62702-2399 

NGAI members & family ï 
We Can Help You Avoid A Stroke éé 

In less than 1 hour é.. 

     Call 1-866-964-5845 priority code: CSMS-017 

Pre-registration is required. Call to schedule your screening.                                                          
www.lifelinescreening.com/memberbenefits  

Call today and   
save $105  on   

all 4 tests!  

Weôll be in your neighborhood! 

NGAI members & family sign up for all 4 tests 

and pay member price of only $135 

1.  Stroke Screening/Carotid Artery $60  
Screens for buildup of fatty plaque in the carotid artery, the #1 cause of stroke. 
 

2.  Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm Screening $60  
Screens for the existence of an aneurysm (enlargement) in the abdominal aorta that 
could lead to a ruptured aortic artery. 
 

3.  Peripheral Arterial Disease Screening $60  
Screens for peripheral arterial disease in the lower extremities, which is linked to 
coronary artery disease. 

 
4.  Atrial Fibrillation Screening $60  

Screens for the most common irregular heart beat, which increases the risk of stroke 
5-fold.  
 

We have over 300 events 
planned in Illinois in 2011.  

Call 1 -866-964-5845 to find an 
upcoming event in your 

neighborhood.  
Please mention priority code: 

CSMS-017 


