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WARSAW, Poland - In a 

military ceremony including a 

ñpass and review,ò Maj. Gen. 

William Enyart, Adjutant Gen-

eral of the Illinois National 
Guard, was recently awarded the 

highest Polish military award 

bestowed upon a foreign officer, 

the Polish Army Medal. 

ñI am both humbled and hon-

ored to receive this medal from 

Poland,ò Enyart said. ñThis 

honor belongs to the Illinois Na-

tional Guard Soldiers and Air-

men who have worked side-by-

side with the Polish for close to 

20 years.ò 
Aside from military-to-

military and military-to-civilian 

exchanges  and  co-training,  the  

Illinois National Guard also co-

deploys with Polish forces, first 

to Iraq and now to Afghanistan. 

The Illinois National Guardôs 

Bilateral Embedded Support 
Team (BEST) has approxi-

mately 20 Soldiers serving with 

a Polish brigade in Afghanistan 

today. Illinoisô 183rd Fighter 

Wing was the lead unit in as-

sisting the Polish Air Force in 

converting to the F-16. And the 

182nd Airlift Wing has an on-

going mission of providing ex-

pertise to Poland as they pro-

cure and operate C-130s. 

Poland has been a staunch 
ally of the United States in 

Europe and throughout the 

world. 

PASS IN REVIEW: The Adjutant General of Illinois, MG William Enyart 

salutes as he and Polish Army officials perform a pass in review 

of Polish Soldiers in formation. 

Illinois TAG receives 

Polish Army Medal  

TAG HONORED: MG William Enyart receives the Polish Army Medal, 

the highest award given to foreign officers, in a special ceremony 

in Warsaw recently. 

Adjutant General defends 

Guard in Wall Street Journal  

Maj. Gen. William Enyart, Illinois Adjutant General, our boss, 

went to the Wall Street Journal recently to express his strong opinion 

that the National Guard should be more aggressively supported in the 

coming years as the U.S. military services draw down as a result of 

budget cuts. 
In an October 29 letter to the editor the Wall Street Journal quoted 

General Enyart as saying: ñMichael Auslinôs ñAir Power: Lessons 

from Libyaò (op-ed, Oct. 26) credits the U.S. Air Force with provid-

ing the air refueling and other air support missions which enabled 

allied combat air power to save the Libyan revolt from being crushed. 

More precisely, it was the Air National Guard, including aircraft, 

crews and maintainers from the Illinois Air National Guardôs 126th 

Refueling Wing, among other statesô Guardsmen, which performed 

that mission.ò 

Mr. Auslin says there will be ñfewer reserves to call uponò in argu-

ing for more funds for the Air Force. I agree that the Air Force needs 

new planes. The KC-135s our Guardsmen flew into combat-support 
missions were built in the 1960s. They are older in most cases than 

the crew members. Rather than have ñfewer Reservesò to call on as 

the  active   military  is   downsized,  we,  as  a nation,  need  a  larger 

Story continued, page 2 
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The Board of Directors of NGAI has established a scholarship program to 

support its membersô families. The scholarship is open to dependents (both 

children and spouses) of NGAI members in good standing. The program will 

annually award one $1,000 scholarship to an Illinois Army National Guard de-

pendent and one $1,000 scholarship to an Illinois Air National Guard depend-
ent. 

In addition, a third $500 scholarship sponsored by USAA Insurance and Fi-

nancial Services Company, will be awarded to a dependent of an enlisted Illi-

nois National Guard NGAI member. All three scholarship winners will be se-

lected from the pool of Prairie Minuteman Scholarship applicants. 

NGAI will announce the scholarship winners each year at the Annual NGAI 

Conference in April. 

The scholarship application is available on the NGAI website at 

www.ngai.com/service. All applications must be postmarked 45 days prior to 

the Annual Conference in April. For 2012, applications should be postmarked 

by no later than March 7, 2012. 
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National Guard. This part-time, relatively inexpensive force has shown its 

value as a combat force as well as its critical role in civil disasters. 

General Enyart was responding to an article by Mr. Auslin entitled ñAir 

Power: Lessons Learned from Libyaò which ran in the Journal on Oct 26. You 

can view the entire article by going to the Wall Street Journal online at 

www.wsj.com. 
As one of only 54 Adjutants General,  Enyart has become one of the more 

highly-respected senior mentors of the group, as well as one whose opinions are 

solicited and valued among national military leadership. TAGs collectively 

have under their command nearly a half million soldiers and airmen of their 

respective state National Guards. 

According to retired Brig. Gen. Hal Keistler, Executive Director for NGAI, it 

is extremely valuable for Illinois to have a TAG who is willing to engage at this 

level during these stressful times where all discussion is about draw-down of 

the National Guard. 
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Despite opposition from all the sitting ser-

vice chiefs, the House and Senate have both 

approved language added to the 2012 defense 

authorization bill approving a seat for the 

Chief of the National Guard Bureau on the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

As of early December, the military leaders 

who made clear earlier this month they donôt 

want to add a permanent seat at the table for 

the Guard will have limited ability to try to 

stop that from happening. 

One military leader who took a strong 

stand in testimony before the Senate Armed 

Services Committee was our Chief himself, 

Gen. Craig McKinley. Risking the disdain of 

his fellow four stars, Gen. McKinley strongly 

and with great detail outlined all the right 
reasons for the CNGB to sit on the JCS. You 

can read his testimony at: http://armed-

services.senate.gov/statemnt/2011/11%

20November/McKinley%2011-10-11.pdf. 

However, the real effort to create the 

groundswell of support for the National 

Guard Empowerment Act of 2012 came from 

the two professional organizations which we 

are in direct support of here at NGAI: they 

are NGAUS and EANGUS. Clearly, this 

effort has been the number one priority of 
these organizations for many months. 

NGAUS president and former Tennessee 

Adjutant General, retired Maj. Gen. Gus Har-

gett, has been a tireless voice to congress 

about this issue, using the full force of the 

45,000 NGAUS membership. After the re-

cent vote to add this language Hargett said 

that this vote, ñbrings us one step closer to 

the biggest legislative victory for the Na-

tional Guard since the Militia Act of 1903 

created the modern, dual-mission National 

Guard.ò Hargett said the bill is about more 
than just giving the Guard a bigger voice. 

Our former Adjutant General, retired Maj. 

Gen. Randy Thomas, had this to say. 

 

ñClearly, this is an issue which places 

the National Guard, and its great service 

men and women firmly where they belong: 

as an undeniable part of America's total 

force. We were asked time and again to 
provide for the warfight in Iraq and Af-

ghanistan, and we did that, often at great 

personal sacrifice from soldiers, airmen, 

and their families. Yet, when powerful 

strategic decisions were to be made, the 

National Guard had only an advisory voice 

to make its concerns known, a voice which 

should become extremely loud with a de-

served seat on the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

The issue was front and center at the 

NGAUS 2011 Conference in Milwaukee 

when the Chairman, Maj. Gen. Frank 
Vavala, put aside his expected state of the 

Guard address, and instead talked through 

the Joint Chiefs issue. With great passion 

General Vavala compared our National 

Guard to the US Marine Corps. The Ma-

rine corps is 240,000 strong (including 

their reserves), yet THEY have a seat on 

the Joint Chiefs of Staff and include FIVE 

four star Generals in their ranks. Our Na-

tional Guard is 480,000 strong, has one 

four star, and no seat at the big ta-
ble.  YET! I applaud Congress for doing 

the right thing by placing the National 

Guard on the Joint Chiefs of Staff and urge 

all organization members to make their 

voices known to their elected officials that 

this is a priority which is long due.ò 

By Retired Maj. Gen. Randy Thomas 
 

Both the U.S. House of Representatives 

and the U.S. Senate have approved language 

added to the 2012 Defense Authorization Bill 

approving a seat for the Chief, National 
Guard Bureau on the Joint Chiefs of Staff.  

This action has been opposed by the current 

national military leadership. 

The National Guard community ï over 

480,000 men and women in uniform plus 

hundreds of thousands of family members 

and retirees ï hail the Senate approval of 

legislation that would add a Guard voice to 

the nationôs senior panel of military advisors. 

The bill, which was introduced by Sen. 

Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.) and Sen. Lindsey Gra-

ham (R-S.C.) was added by voice vote to the 
Senateôs version of the fiscal 2012 Defense 

Authorization Bill (S. 1867). Sen. Dick 

Durbin of Illinois is on the amendment as a 

co-sponsor. We await Illinois Sen. Mark 

Kirk, Navy Reservist, to join the 71 Senate 

co-sponsors. 

The House approved similar language in 

May. This means the measure now only 

needs Senate approval of the defense authori-

zation bill and final congressional consent of 

the comprehensive defense bill to be sent to 
President Obama, who promised to add the 

Guard to the Joint Chiefs in his 2008 cam-

paign. 

Speaking before the General Conference in 

Milwaukee in August, Maj. Gen. Frank 

Vavala, Chairman of the Board of NGAUS 

noted: 

The National Guard is almost half a mil-

lion men and women under arms. 

As an illustration, the Marine Corps is 

240,000 strong, including their Reserves. But 

they have a seat on the Joint Chiefs of Staff.  
They have five four-star generals. 

The National Guard is 480,000 strong. We 

are 32 percent of the Army and we receive 11 

percent  of   its  budget, but we maintain over 

Story continued on Page 7 

NGAUS & EANGUS achieve 

biggest success in years  

NGAUS VP Report  
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By Sgt. Jesse Houk 
139th MPAD, IL ARNG 

 

SPRINGFIELD  - Distinguished guests 

and prominent local leaders assembled at the 
Governorôs Mansion in Springfield Dec. 13, 

the 375th birthday of the National Guard, to 

honor employers and their commitment to 

supporting the Guard and its missions. 

ñWe are here to recognize some organiza-

tions that have been supportive of the Na-

tional Guard; specifically units that are de-

ploying to Afghanistan and we are going to 

give them the Employer Support of the 

Guard and Reserve (ESGR) Seven Seals 

Award,ò said Lt. Col. Tim W. Franklin of 

Springfield, with the Illinois Army National 
Guard and Program Coordinator for Illinois 

ESGR. 

The Seven Seals Award represents the 

seven military reserve components: Army, 

Navy, Air Force, Marine and Coast Guard 

reserves, along with the Army and Air Na-

tional Guard. 

The four who were honored with the Seven 

Seals Award for their efforts were Karen 

Hewitt, Outreach Coordinator at the Center 

for Global Studies at the University of Illi-
nois, Champaign-Urbana; Dr. Pinky Wassen-

berg, Dean of the College of Public Affairs 

and Administration at the University of Illi-

nois-Springfield; Todd Renfrow, retired Gen-

eral Manager, City Water, Light, and Power 

of Springfield; and Dan Jackson, Sangamon 

County Division Manager, Allied Waste 

Management.  

ñThe individuals we honor tonight pro-

vided members of the Illinois Army National 

Guard an expanded knowledge of how our 

units of government accomplish their daily 
operations in the critical infrastructure sec-

tor,ò said Franklin.  ñTheir expertise pro-

vided a collaborative environment between 

Soldiers and civilian subject matter experts in 

the fields of technology, engineering, and 

culture.ò 

Each one of the Seven Seals Award Re-

cipients went above and beyond their occu-

pational responsibilities to make the prepara-

tion training beneficial for all involved.  Al-

though the Illinois Army National Guard 
representatives collected priceless experience 

and insights the four honored also found the 

collaborative process to be valuable. 

 

  ñWe prepared the Guard for what they 

could expect and how to capture and bene-

fit from it,ò said Renfrow.  ñIt was a very 

rewarding experience.ò 

ñI did it because itôs the thing you should 
want to do for the country,ò said Renfrow.  

ñWe depend on the Guard and the Re-

serves to bolster our safety and I would 

like to help them accomplish their mission 

in any way I can.ò 

Also in attendance was Sergio Pecori, 

President and CEO of Hanson Professional 

Services in Springfield. Hanson was recog-

nized this year as one of only 15 compa-

nies nationwide to receive the Secretary of 

Defense Employer Support Freedom 

Award. 
Support from employers is crucial for 

the long-term success of each citizen-

Soldier and the National Guard and Re-

serve.  The four honored professionals said 

they understand their involvement is essen-

tial to the success of the mission and are 

setting a high example for other employers 

to follow. 

The Illinois National Guard will con-

tinue its birthday celebrations Dec. 14 in 

downtown Springfield.  As part of the 
Downtown Springfield Inc. Holiday Walk, 

the National Guard will feature many of its 

capabilities, with hands-on, interactive 

displays open to all ages. Featured equip-

ment includes up-armored vehicles, a 

M777 howitzer and the Engagement Skills 

Training 2000, which virtually simulates 

weapon-training, a Korea War-era vehicle 

and a World War I cannon. 

Professionals honored for support to Soldiers  

Four Central Illinois businesspersons recognized  

ñThe individuals we honor tonight 
provided members of the Illinois 

Army National Guard an ex-
panded knowledge of how our 

units of government accomplish 
their daily operations in the critical 

infrastructure sector.ò 
 

Lt. Col. Tim Franklin 
Illinois ESGR Program Coordinator 

SEVEN SEALS AWARDS: Four individuals were recog-
nized with the ESGR Seven Seals Award Dec. 13 for 
their support to mobilizing Illinois Army Guardsmen. 
Receiving the awards from Maj. Gen. William Enyart, 
The Adjutant General of the Illinois National Guard and 
Dr. Michael Ayers, Chair of the Illinois State Committee 
for ESGR, were (from top) Karen Hewitt, University of 
Illinois; Dr. Pinky Wassenberg, University of Illinois-
Springfield; Todd Renfrow, retired, City Water Light & 
Power; and, Dan Jackson, Sangamon County Division 
Manager, Allied Waste Management. Photos by Sgt. 
Michael Camacho, Illinois National Guard Public Affairs 
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     Col. Gary Brin-

ner bade a fond 

farewell to the Illi-

nois National Guard 

in November after 
nearly 42 years of 

service. Brinner was 

known and re-

spected by hundreds 

of both Soldiers and 

Airmen, and more 

specifically by vir-

tually every member of the full-time federal 

force. He was a lifetime and long-time active 

supporter of NGAI and NGAUS. In addition, 

his name is almost synonymous with ESGR. 

Selected to fill the big shoes of Col. 
Brinner was none other than our NGAI Presi-

dent and deputy HRO, Lt. Col. Joe 

Schweickert. Schweickert returned from Af-

ghanistan last April just in time to assume the 

duties of association president. Congratula-

tions. Lt. Col. Schweickert! 

NGAI President  

Named new HRO  Many Retirees have questions on how they 

will know when to process their request for 

retirement pay and their responsibilities. 

While you were in the National Guard you 

received a Notice Of Basic Eligibility To 
Receive Retired Pay memorandum. With this 

you also received a Retirement Points Ac-

counting Management (RPAM) Statement 

and the RC-SBP election form (DD From 

2656-5 or DD Form 1883). These documents 

are important and you will need them when 

you submit for retirement pay. 

After you leave the National Guard or the 

Reserves until you reach age 60 you are con-

sidered a Grey Area Retiree. During this time 

your main responsibility is to keep HRC-KY 

informed of all new developments that will 
affect your pay packet. If you move you will 

fill out a DD Form 2866 (retiree change of 

address form). If you get married, divorced, 

widowed or have a child you will have to 

send a DD Form 2656-6 (Survivor Benefit 

Plan Election Change Certificate) along with 

supporting documents to HRC-KY. As a 

Grey Area Retiree you will receive a retire-

ment  pay  packet  from  HRC-KY soon  after 

your 58th birthday. After receiving your 

packet you will need to fill out DD Form 

2656 (Data for Payment of Retired Person-

nel), DD Form 108 (Application for Re-

tired Pay Benefits), Form W-4 Tax Form, 
SF 1199A (Direct Deposit Form). You will 

need to add the Notice of Basic Eligibility 

To Receive Retired Pay, RPAS Statement 

and the RC-SBP form to this packet. The 

packet is then submitted to HRC-KY. 

If you have questions contact HRC-KY 

at 1-888-276-9472 or U.S. Army Human 

Resources Command, ATTN: AHRC-PDR

-RCR, 1600 Spearhead Division Avenue 

Dept 420, Fort Knox, KY. 40122-5402. If 

you have questions after you have started 

receiving retirement pay, contact DFAS-
Cleveland Retirement Pay 1-800-321-

1080. The Illinois Army National Guard 

also has Retirement Counselors that can 

assist with retirement processing. Sgt. 1st 

Class Robert Brogdon is the primary con-

tact at Department of Military Affairs, 

ATTN: NGIL-PRZ-RB, 1301 N. MacAr-

thur Blvd, Springfield, IL 62702 or by 

phone at (217) 761-3827.  

Grey Area Retiree questions answered  
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    ARL INGT ON, 

Va. ï Employer Sup-

port of the Guard and 

Reserve (ESGR), a 

Department of De-
fense agency, en-

courages Guard and 

Reserve members to 

nominate their sup-

portive employers 

for the 2012 Secre-

tary of Defense Em-

ployer Support Free-

dom Award. The 

Freedom Award is 

DoDôs highest award for civilian employers sup-

porting Guard and Reserve members. 
More than 1,700 service members have submitted 

nominations since November 1. Guard and Reserve 

members who have yet to nominate their employers 

are urged to do so now. Nominations may be sub-

mitted by service members, or a family member 

acting on their behalf, at www.FreedomAward.mil 

through January 16, 2012. 

ñAt a time when news of our economic situation 

is often told in grim terms and negative numbers, 

the untold stories highlighting thousands of employ-

ers showing extraordinary support to their Guard 
and Reserve employees and their families are really 

important,ò said James Rebholz, ESGR National 

Chair. ñEmployersô steadfast commitment deserves 

our recognition and heartfelt gratitude. We are look-

ing to our individual Guard and Reserve members 

to nominate their employers who are most deserving 

of the Departmentôs highest honor ï the Secretary 

of Defense Freedom Award.ò 

The 2012 recipients will be announced in early 

summer and honored in Washington, D.C. during a 

special ceremony next fall.  All employers ï large, 

small and public ï are eligible for nomination. 
 

About the Freedom Award  

 

The Freedom Award was instituted in 1996 under 

the auspices of ESGR to recognize exceptional sup-

port from the employer community. In the years 

since, 160 employers have been honored with the 

award. 

For more information about the Freedom Award, 
visit www.FreedomAward.mil. 

Still time to 

nominate for 

Freedom Award  

Continued from Page 3 
 

40 percent of its operating force. We are 22 percent of the Air Force and we receive 6 

percent of the Air Force budget but maintain 36 percent of Air Force fighter and 
tanker capability. 

Weôre performing 30 percent of the Army and Air Forceôs mission on any given 

day. It is time to correct these inequities and allow our National Guard to take its 

rightful place with a seat on our Nationôs Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

It is the responsibility of Congress to determine the composition of the Joint Chiefs 

of Staff. 

Historically, the members of the JCS unanimously opposed the addition of the 

commandant of the Marine Corps in 1978 and the additional position of vice chief of 

the Joint Chiefs of Staff in the Goldwater-Nichols reforms 1986. With the benefit of 

history, the current JCS members now praise both of those additions. 

No doubt future members of the Joint Chiefs will value the addition of the Chief of 
the National Guard. 

Our critical Homeland Security mission depends on this voice.  

By Lt. Col. Matt Voyles 
108th Sustainment Brigade Director 

 
The 108th Sus-

tainment Brigade 

Hea d q u a r t e r s 

finished first for 

l a r g e- l e v e l 

MTOE units 

while the 1244th 

Transportation 

Company fin-

ished third for 

medium-level MTOE units in the Army 
Award for Maintenance Excellence 

(AAME) at the National Guard Bureau 

level for FY 2011. 

The missions of the AAME are to 

improve and sustain readiness, provide 

positive incentives for extraordinary 

maintenance efforts, improve efficiency 

and reduce waste, encourage innovative 

use of existing management tools, rec-

ognize outstanding maintenance accom-

plishments and initiatives, encourage 

competition and provide a structure for 
recognition of units at all levels. 

Both units submitted detailed compe-

tition packets documenting maintenance 

programs, effective use of maintenance 

resources, maintenance management, 

maintenance training, Class IX repair 

parts management, test, measuring and 

diagnostic program management, publi-

cations, innovative management accom-

plishments, resource management, 

safety,   and  quality  control  programs, 

personnel quality of life programs, self-

help recognition programs, and commu-

nity projects.  

The packets were boarded against 

submissions from all the states, with the 
first place and runner-up units progress-

ing on to the DA-level competition, 

which includes an on-site evaluation 

covering readiness, maintenance man-

agement, training, leadership and inno-

vative execution and a verification of 

the initial competition packet.   

Both units worked very hard this year 

to document their outstanding mainte-

nance programs. Soldiers put in long 

hours above and beyond those normally 

expected or required to get to the highly 
competitive levels needed. The Head-

quarters, 108th Sustainment Brigade 

will be competing at the DA-Level with 

their on-site evaluation in January 2012 

and looks to bring home the prize! 

FLUID CHECK: Spc. Jose Peralta of Chi-
cago, with HHC 108th Sustainment Brigade 
based in Chicago checks the engine fluids of 
his vehicle at a rest stop.  

108th units compete for AAME  
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43rd Annual Conference 
20-21 April, 2012 
Springfield, Illinois 

National Guard Association of Illinois  

PRESIDENT ABRAHAM LINCOLN HOTEL 
     HOSTED BY 183RD FIGHTER WING 

 
FRIDAY -  GOLF AT PIPER GLEN 

FRIDAY EVENING ð HOSPITALITY ROOM 
SATURDAY ð BUSINESS SESSION 

SATURDAY EVENING ð FORMAL DINNER 
 

Registration Information Available at NGAI.com after January 15 

NATIONAL GUARD ASSOCIATION OF ILLINOIS 
1301 N. MacArthur  Blvd. 
Springfield , IL 62702-2399 
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  NGAI Briefs:  

Online membership coming in January  

 

To make joining or renewing your membership easier, beginning Janu-
ary 2012, new memberships and  annual renewals of NGAI, NGAUS, and 

EANGUS can be accomplished online using the NGAI Web page at 

www.ngai.com. 

To renew online, go to the Web page and select the ñmembershipò menu 

on the site and have your credit card info available to join or renew. 
 

Opt out of printed Prairie Minuteman  

 

Would you consider receiving the Prairie Minuteman via e-mail rather 

than by regular mail? 

As with other print media forums, NGAI would eventually like to mi-

grate away from printing the Prairie Minuteman. If you would be willing to 

assist us in this cost-saving effort, let us know via email at 

execdir@ngai.com.  
 

NGAI now on Facebook  

You can now find NGAI on Facebook. 

To check us out, just type National 

Guard Association of Illinois. 


