National Guard Association of Illinois (NGAI) Conference
Hilton Hotel, Chicago IL

30 April 2011
The meeting was called to order at 0936 by President Cory Reid.
Secretary Bowman did the roll call.  All Army and Air units were represented.

Recognition of Current NGAI Board Members.  Those present were:





President Col Cory Reid

President Elect LTC Joseph Schweickert





Vice President Col Jonathan Boehning 
Treasurer Maj Timothy Barnhart





Secretary SMSgt Kathie Bowman

Executive Director Brig Gen Hal Keistler (Ret)
Director JFHQ Maj Steve Foster

Director 108th Col Michael Zerbonia

Director 65th Cpt Jason Celletti

Director 33rd Lt Col Tom Zubik

Director 182AW Maj Steve Rice

Director 183FW Lt Col Kevin Mulcahy

Director 126AW SMSgt John Petrusinski

Director Retirees Col Milt Nichols (Ret)
Recognition of Distinguished Guests
Recognition of Past Presidents

Recognition of Assistant Secretary of Veterans Affair Major Tammy Duckworth

Welcome remarks were provided by Major General William Enyart, Illinois Adjutant General
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE:

Executive Director Keistler distributed copies of the proposed NGAI Constitution and By-Laws Changes, NGAI State Resolutions, NGAUS Standing Resolutions and EANGUS Standing Resolutions.  He reviewed the NGAI State Resolutions.  BG Keistler (Ret) made a motion to endorse the ten (10) NGAI State Resolutions.   Lt Col Schweickert seconded the motion.  The motion carried.

BG Keistler (Ret) made a motion to endorse the NGAUS Standing Resolutions.   Maj Gen Celletti seconded the motion.  The motion carried.

Col Cobetto made a motion to accept the EANGUS Standing Resolutions.  Lt Col Mulcahy seconded the motion.  The motion carried.

FINANCE COMMITTEE:

Treasurer Barnhart stated the Association ended CY 2010 with a net income of $31,040.00.  Maj Barnhart made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  Col Hayes seconded the motion.  The motion to accept the report carried.
CONSTITUTION & BYLAWS COMMITTEE:  

Executive Director Keistler presented to the membership ten (10) proposed amendments to the Constitution and By-Laws. (See CONSTITUTION & BYLAWS below for voting results)


1 - Constitution, Article XI, Sect 1 – Change the deadline for submitting proposed amendments to the NGAI President from 31 December prior to the annual conference to 28 February prior to the annual conference.

2 - Constitution, Article VI, Sect 3 and By-laws, Article I, Sect 1 e – Combine the individual committee duties and responsibilities under the current Credential and Rules Committee and the Nominations Committee into one committee which would be titled “Credential, Rules and Nominations”.  

3 - By-Laws, Article V, Sect 2 – Establish the following categories of membership:  Active Officer, Active Enlisted, Non-Resident, Associate, Patron Commercial/Institution Annual, Patron Individual Annual, Patron Individual Life, Life Officers, Life Enlisted and Honorary.  Dues required for each category of membership in the Association shall be established by a majority vote of the Board no later than 1 August for the following membership year.

4 - Constitution, Article VII, Sect 3 c2 – Since the current procedures for appointing retiree delegates has not been consistently adhered to, the proposed amendment would authorize the Executive Director to appoint the retiree delegates.

5 - Constitution, Article VI, Sect 3 – Amend the Constitution to add a new committee titled “Committee of Membership”.


6 - Constitution, Article V, Sect 2, para e – Changes the name of the 404th Chemical Brigade to the 404th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade.

7 - Constitution, Article III, Sect 3, para d, (1) – Establish new category of membership called Corporate Membership.

8 – By-Laws, Article III, Sect 3, para – Amends the name of the 404th to the 404th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade.


9 – By-Laws, Article V, Sect 2 – Aligns the By-Laws with the way we are currently collecting NGAI membership dues.


10- By-Laws, Article IV, Sect 1 – Establishes the “Committee on Membership”.


Discussion took place.  
CREDENTIALS & RULES/NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE:

Director Rice said the following NGAI officer positions are vacant for the upcoming year:  Vice President Army, Vice President EANGUS, Secretary.  The ballot is a write-in ballot.  Director position vacancies:  182AW, 108th Sustainment Brigade, 404th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade and Retirees.

Nominations from the floor are:  Vice President Army Col Michael Zerbonia





     Vice President EANGUS Sergeant Major Pearson





     Vice President EANGUS Sergeant Major Robinson

CONSTITUTION & BY-LAWS
Due to an error in printing the ballots it was decided to make a motion to accept/reject each of the proposed amendments to the Constitution and By-Laws.




#1 – Lt Col Mulcahy made a motion to accept Amendment #1.  Capt Celletti seconded the motion.  The motion passed.
 


#2 – BG Keistler (Ret) made a motion to accept Amendment #2.  Chaplain Foster seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

#3 – BG Keistler (Ret) made a motion to accept Amendment #3.  Lt Col Boehning seconded the motion.  43 members voted in favor of Amendment #3, and 36 against.  The motion passed.


#4 – Lt Col Mulcahy made a motion to accept Amendment #4.  Lt Col Schweikert seconded the motion.  The motion passed.


#5 – BG Keistler (Ret) made a motion to accept Amendment #5.  Maj Rice seconded the motion.  The motion passed.


#6 – BG Keistler (Ret) made a motion to accept Amendment #6.  Brig Gen Pratt seconded the motion.  The motion passed.


#7 – Lt Col Mulcahy made a motion to accept Amendment #7.  Lt Col Schweikert seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

#8 – BG Keistler (Ret) made a motion to accept Amendment #8.  Capt Celletti seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

#9 – Lt Col Mulcahy made a motion to accept Amendment #9.  Lt Col Schweikert seconded the motion.  The motion passed.


#10 – BG Keistler (Ret) made a motion to accept Amendment #10.  Col Cobetto seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

TIME & PLACE COMMITTEE:  The 183FW will host the 2012 NGAI Conference in Springfield IL.  Location and date are TBD.  Lt Col Schweikert made a motion to accept the Time & Place Committee Report.  SMSgt Bowman seconded the motion.  The motion passed.
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE:  Executive Director Keistler said the Legislative Committee is working on language in a bill to legitimize our Life Insurance Program.

NGAUS COMMITTEE:
BG (Ret) Green, NGAUS Director of Legislation, gave a presentation which included the current NGAUS initiatives.
CHARITABLE TRUST:  BG Mallires (Ret) explained the newly organized NGAI Charitable Trust, which was established to provide scholarships for children of Illinois military members attending community colleges, vocational schools or four-year colleges.  It is a 501(c)3 nonprofit, non-government funded organization.  The board includes five past NGAI Presidents, current NGAI President, current NGAI Vice President and, as a non-voting member, the NGAI Executive Director.  BG Mallires said that all legal services were provided Pro-Bono by Schiff Hardin LLP.
INSURANCE COMMITTEE:  

Col Jim Brusek (Ret) and Col Dan Fleming (Ret) have replaced BG Goddard (Ret), who retired 1 Jan 2011, as the SSLI Insurance Representative.  Col Brusek talked about the free $1000 insurance policy each new military member gets upon their enlistment.  In addition to that, all new members and new transfers are given a free $10,000 policy for the first year of service, but they must sign up within 90 days of enlistment.

1145 – 1200 Break

ELECTION RESULTS:

Officers:


Vice President – Army 
Col Michael Zerbonia


Secretary


Maj McIntyre


VP – EANGUS

Sergeant Major Pearson

New Directors:


Director 182AW

CMSgt Roger Masters


Director 108th


Lt Col Matt Voyles


Director 404th


Capt Newman


Director Retirees

Col Milt Nichols (Ret)
AWARDS COMMITTEE:  

Outstanding Unit Awards:  108th Sustainment Brigade and supporting units





         182 Airlift Wing

Meritorious Service Awards:  TSgt James R. Bryan

TSgt Dustin Derek Walker

SRA Jeremy M. Tobin

MSgt Johnathan A. Devleschoward

SSG Gregory L. Platt

MSgt James P. Kavanagh Jr.

MSgt Eric T. Trentz

SFC  Michael J. Koslowski

SFC Melissa Hiller

Distinguished Service Award:  Col Cory Reid









  Mr. Donald R. Tracy
NGAI CITATION:  183rd Communications Flight

          1244th Transportation Company
          SFC Kyle E. Hacker                                                
SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE:  

The Scholarship winners are:


$1000 Army Scholarship

Julie Pasco

$1000 Air Force Scholarship

Ashley Miller

$500 EANGUS/USAA Scholarship
Luke Worthington
RECOGNITION OF CORPORATE PARTNERS:
MG Doug Burnett (Ret) – Representative from AM General Corp
CMSgt Jeff Lady (Ret) – Representative from USAA
ANNOUNCEMENT OF DOOR PRIZE WINNERS

SWEARING-IN OF NEW NGAI BOARD MEMBERS

PASSING OF THE NGAI PRESIDENCY TO LT COL SCHWEICKERT
The 2011 NGAI Business Meeting was adjourned at 1228.







Respectively Submitted By:







Kathie Bowman, NGAI Secretary







Approved by:






Cory Reid, NGAI President 
.  

