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Association of 
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NGAI MEMBERS: 

It is time to re-connect.  

Ngai members:  It is time to reconnect.  We will be using new 
technology routes to better our communication with you and 

continue to grow throughout Illinois. 

Facebook 

Twitter 

Legislative  
Committee 

Technology  
Committee 

E-Newsletter 

Public  
Relations  

Committee 

Which of these would be the best way for us to reach  you? 

Please let us know… send 
an E-Mail to ngaimember-

ship@ngai.com and update 
us on how you would like 

us to communicate with 
you specifically.  Would 

you like us to send you an 
E-Newsletter instead of the 

hard copy of Prairie Min-
uteman?  We will just need  

your E-Mail address.  Our 

desire is to accommodate 
you for being the strong 

supporter of NGAI that you 
are. 



                                                                                                        Fall 2010       PRAIRIE MINUTEMAN  2 

 

                                                                                              Fall 2010        PRAIRIE MINUTEMAN  2 

 

 

O f f i c e r s  a n d  B o a r d  o f  

D i r e c t o r s  

 

PRESIDENT 
Cory Re id…………………..…. .(309) 633 -5800  

 

PRESIDENT ELECT 
Joe  Schweickert………...……. .(217)  761 -3514  

 

VICE PRESIDENT  
Jonathan Boehning….. .………..(618) 363 -7002  

 

TREASURER 
Tim Barnhart………..………..(217)  761 -3547  

 

SECRETARY 
Kathie  Bowman……….………..(309)  633 -5192  

 

VICE PRESIDENT- NGAUS 
Randa l Thomas.……………….. (618)  520 -2329  

 

VICE PRESIDENT- EANGUS 
Don Southerl and……..………..(309) 633 -5238  

 

DIRECTOR-JFHQ- IL  
Steve Foster…. . .…………..….. (217)  761 -3563  

 

DIRECTOR-108TH SUSTAINMENT BR IGADE 
Michael  Zerbonia….. .……. .….. (217)  785 -3321  

 

DIRECTOR-65TH TROOP CMD BDE 
J a son Ce l lett i….. .……………... (217)  761 -3692  

 

DIRECTOR-33RD BRIGADE COMBAT TEAM  
Tom Zubik….. .…………….….. (630)  372 -8315  
 

DIRECTOR-4 0 4 th MANUEVE R ENHANCEMENT 

BRIGADE  

Frank Bart….. .……………..…. .(217) 753 -8500  

 

DIRECTOR-SCOTT AFB ANG 
John Petrusinski…. . .…………..(618) -222-4835  
 

DIRECTOR-PEORIA ANG UNITS  
Steve Rice…. . .……………..….. (309)  633 -5514  

 

DIRECTOR-SPRINGFIELD ANG UNITS  
Kevin Mulcahy….. .………...…. .(217) 757 -1244  

 

DIRECTOR-RETIRED MEMBERS  

Mi l ton Nicho l s….. .……..…….. (630)  257 -6792  

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF NGAI  

Hal  Kei stler…. . .……………….. (217)  836 -5251  

HOW TO REACH THE NATIONAL 

GUARD ASSOCIATION OF ILLINOIS 

● BY MAIL:            1301 N MacArthur Blvd                     

             Springfield, IL 62702-2399 

● BY TELEPHONE:                  (217) 836-5251 

● BY FAX:                                  (217) 483-5469 

● BY E-MAIL:                   execdir@ngai.com 

● OUR WEBSITE:                    www.ngai.com 

● INSURANCE:                          James Brusek       

                     (773) 262-8655 

MARK YOUR 

CALENDAR 

42nd Annual NGAI Con-

ference 

Downtown Chicago 
29 April – 1 May 2011 

 

40th EANGUS Conference 

Charleston, WV 

14-17 Aug 2011 

 
133rd NGAUS Conference 

Milwaukee, Wi 

27-29 Aug 2011 

SCHEDULED               
EXECUTIVE  BOARD         

MEETINGS 

1 December 2010 – Camp 

Lincoln 
Combined November/
December Meeting 

Luncheon Hosted by New 
York Life 

 
21 January – Springfield 

15 February – Telecon 
25 March – Springfield 

The Prairie Minuteman, a publication of the National 
Guard Association of Illinois (ISSN 8750-9954) is pub-
lished quarterly by the National Guard Association of 
Illinois, 1301 N MacArthur Blvd, Springfield, IL 62702-
2399. Articles and opinions expressed herein do not neces-
sarily represent the attitude, sanction, policy, or approval of 

the NGAI. Publication of advertising does not constitute 
endorsements by NGAI or any of its representatives. Peri-
odicals postage paid in Springfield, Illinois and at addi-
tional mailing offices. POSTERMASTER: Send address 
changes to Prairie Minuteman National Guard Association 
of Illinois, 1301 N MacArthur Blvd, Springfield, IL 62702-
2399. Send copy, news and photos to NGAI, 1301 N Mac-
Arthur Blvd, Springfield, IL 
62702-2399. 
 
NGAI PRESIDENT 
CORY REID 
 
PUBLISHER 
HAROLD KEISTLER 
1301 N MacArthur Blvd 
Springfield, IL, 62702-2399 
(217) 836-5251 
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 It’s hard to believe nearly 

six months have passed since our 

last conference.  Your board has 

been working hard on numerous 

initiatives to strengthen our associa-

tion.  BG Sheedy, MG Thomas and 

BG Keistler recently completed 

work on the NGAI legislative plan.  

One of the first and foremost objec-

tives of NGAI is to develop, foster 

and monitor legislative programs, 

bills,  actions and initiatives that 

impact and affect the Illinois Na-

tional Guard.  This may include 

force structure, equipment moderni-

zation, new missions or benefits for 

our people.  The purpose of this 

plan is to outline the basic legisla-

tive strategy for the National Guard 

Association of Illinois.  It outlines 

the goal and objectives for NGAI 

respective to our legislative strat-

egy.  NGAI is established to work 

in conjunction and partnership with 

the Adjutant General of  Illinois in 

pursuant of programs and other ini-

tiatives that meet the needs of the 

Illinois National Guard.  With this 

goal in mind the legislative commit-

tee met with the Adjutant General 

and other state senior military leaders 

to identify several legislative initia-

tives for the future.  First and   fore-

most is to protect the benefits and 

resources we currently have.  This 

will be a challenge in these times 

with resource constraints affecting 

our state.  However; this initiative 

will not preclude us from pursuing  

additional benefits for our members.  

We identified several other goals 

including expansion of educational 

benefits to include professional edu-

cation and schooling.  This legisla-

tive plan will not be successful with-

out active    membership.  It’s that 

time of the year to  remind fellow 

Guardsman of the importance of the 

National Guard    Association of Illi-

nois.  We have the potential member-

ship base of nearly 13,000 presently 

serving Illinois National Guard 

members and thousands of retirees.  

Strong membership in our State asso-

ciation is important as it promulgates 

credence for our leaders when driv-

ing a point home at the state and na-

tional levels.  In addition to support-

ing our State Association I highly 

encourage everyone to consider join-

ing NGAUS and EANGUS.  It’s not 

a secret that Illinois ranks towards 

the bottom of the list for percentage 

of eligible members in NGAUS.  

Many states have achieved 100% 

membership in NGAUS!  Strong 

membership in NGAUS and EAN-

GUS is important as this determines 

the   number of voting delegates at 

the National Conference.  Strong 

membership in these organizations 

will make Illinois a recognizable 

contingent when voting for various 

positions and resolutions. 

 

Presidents Corner 

COL Cory Reid, NGAI President 

STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT, AND CIRCULATION 

(Act of August 12, 1970: Section 3685, Title 39, United States Code) 1. Title of publication: PRAIRIE MINUTEMAN.  2.  P.N. 0875-0954. 3. Date of filing: September 25, 

2010.  4. Issue Frequency: Quarterly (every 3 months).  5.  No. of issues published annually: 4.   6.  Annual subscription price:  $1.00.  7.  Complete mailing address of known 

office of      publication: NATIONAL GUARD ASSOCIATION OF ILLINOIS, 1301 N. MacArthur Blvd, Springfield, Sangamon Co, IL  62702-2399.  8.  Complete mailing 

address of the     headquarters or general business offices of the publisher: National Guard Association of Illinois, 1301 N.  MacArthur Blvd, Springfield, IL 62702-2399.  9.  

Full names and complete mailing address of the publisher, editor, and managing editor: Publisher: Harold Keistler, 1301 N MacArthur Blvd, Springfield, IL 62702-2399; 

Editor: Harold Keistler, 1301 N.   MacArthur Blvd, Springfield, IL 62702-2399; managing editor; none.  10.  Owner (if owned by a corporation, its name and address must be 

stated and also immediately there under the names and addresses of the stockholders owning or holding 1 percent or more of the total amount of stock. If not owned by a 

corporation, the names and addresses of the individual owners must be given. If owned by a partnership or other unincorporated firm, its name and address must be stated: 

NATIONAL GUARD ASSOCIATION OF ILLINOIS, 1301 N. MacArthur Blvd, Springfield, IL 62702-2399.  11.  Know bondholders, mortgagees, and other security hold-

ers owning or holding 1 percent or more of the total amount of bonds, mortgages and other securities (if there are none, so state): None.  12.  Not applicable.  13.  Publication 

name:  PRAIRIE MINUTEMAN.  14.  Issue date for circulation data below: August 2010.  15.  Extent and nature of circulation. A.  Total no. of copies printed (net press 

run). Average no. copies each issue during preceding 12 months: 3430.  Actual no. copies of single issue published nearest to filing date: 3700. B.1. Paid requested outside-

county mail subscriptions, average no. copies each issue during preceding 12 months: 2444. Actual no. of copies of single issue published nearest to filing date: 2820. 2. Paid 

in-county subscriptions.  Average no. copies each issue during preceding 12 months: 562. Actual number of copies of single issue  published nearest to filing date: 630. Paid 

Circulation. Sales through dealers and carriers, street vendors, and counter sales. Average no. copies each issue during preceding 12 months: 0. Actual no. copies of single 

issue preceding 12 months: 0. 4. Paid distribution by other classes of mail through the USPS (e.g. First-Class Mail) Average no. copies each issue during preceding 12 
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Actual number of copies of single issue published nearest to filing date: 3475. D. Free distribution by mail (Samples, complimentary, and other free   Copies). Average num-

ber of copies each issue during preceding 12 months: 0. Actual number of copies of single issue published nearest to filing date: 0. E. Free distribution outside the mail 

(carrier and other means). Average number copies each issue during preceding 12 months: 350. Actual number copies of single i ssue published nearest to filing date: 200. F. 

Total free distribution. Average no. copies each issue during preceding 12 months: 350. Actual number of copies of single issue published nearest to filing date: 200. G. Total       

distribution. Average no. copies each issue during preceding 12 months: 3376. Actual number of copies of single issue published nearest to filing date: 3675. H. Copies not 
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I certify that the statements made by me above are correct and complete. 

 

//signed// 

Harold E. Keistler, Executive Director 
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The 132ND NGAUS conference in Austin, Texas 
provided outstanding officer professional develop-

ment (OPD) for those attending on official orders. 

Formal sessions included briefings from key leaders 

such as MG Raymond Carpenter (Director, Army 

National Guard), GEN James D. Thurman 

(Commander, FORCECOM), and may others. Addi-

tionally, soldiers in attendance were afforded the 

opportunity to attend rank-specific meetings and 

events for warrant officers and company-grade offi-

cers. These smaller group meetings allowed company 
grade officers the opportunity to socialize, network, 

and share in a much smaller environment. Among the 

speakers at the smaller break out sessions was Dela-

ware Attorney General CPT Beau Biden (Delaware 

Army National Guard). CPT Biden met with officers 

and discussed balancing multiple professional careers 

and shared his recent experiences serving as a JAG 

officer in Iraq as well as how being an Attorney Gen-

eral and son of a sitting US Vice President effects his 
life.  

 In addition to the officer development, 

this year’s conference boasted the largest exhibition 

and vendor display in conference history. More than 

365 companies and organizations purchased more 

than 830 booths allowing officers to learn hands on 

about the latest weapons and technology available to 

the National Guard.  

132nd Annual NGAUS 

Conference 

   

NGAUS OFFERS  

 OFFICER DEVELOPMENT 

        

 A u s t i n 

TX called and 

the National 

Guard  Associa-

tion of Illinois 

answered. 

 T h e 

132nd annual 

NGAUS General      

C o n f e r e n c e 

kicked off on 

Aug 20th with 

blue jeans, boots and cowboy hats, and 43 Illi-

nois NGAI members, spouses, and others, made 

the trip to Texas to attend.  

 Although a record temperature of 106     

degrees was set in Austin on one day of the     

conference, the city billed as the “live music  

capitol of the world” was inviting and vibrant.  

From the 13 beautiful conference hotels and the 

massive convention center, to the exciting street 

and music scene and the million Congress Ave 

bats exiting their bridge roost, Austin had     

something for everyone. 

 The conference featured all of the fa-

miliar activities, starting with the annual golf 

outing and Adjutant General’s reception and 

ending with the “Texas Formal” States    

Dinner.  Keynote speakers included Gov-

ernor Rick Perry, Northcom ADM James       

Winnefeld, ForceCom GEN J.D. Thur-

m a n ,  a n d  o t h e r s .   

 Three business sessions and Air 

and Army breakout sessions filled the day, 

while mixers, the Governor’s Reception 

(AND    Rodeo), and Hospitality Night 

kept the evenings long and loud.  Spouses 

were well entertained as well with day 

trips and plenty of socializing. 

 Illinois hosted a very successful      

hospitality room for our NGAI members 

and guests in the Omni hotel which was 

well appreciated.  

 Our humble room reached over-

flowing status on Hospitality Night as 

state delegates from near and far 

dropped by to greet old friends, learn 

what the Illinois National Guard was 

up to, and have their picture taken with 

our great militiaman, CPT Abe Lin-

coln, who spent the entire weekend 

with us. 

 We extend our sincere thanks 

to our proud corporate sponsors; State 

Farm Insurance, Northrop 

Grumman, The Illinois 

Chamber, VALCO and the 

Vala Companies, and John 

Deere, as well as NGAI for 

support of our hospitality 

room and expenses.  The 

word Monday morning was 

that our little Abe Lincoln 

busts which we gave away 

Sunday night were observed 

in every bar and café down-

town.  Thanks Abe, for 

spreading our NGAI image 

and message, and get well 

rested for your next trip to 

NGAUS in Milwaukee in 

2011. 

ABE AT NGAUS    -MG (Ret) RandalThomas 

Capt Stu Zeigler 
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Local Guard Supporter Receives National Honor 

New this year the NGAI Board 

Members have established a 

Public Relations Committee to fur-

ther the capabilities of the growing 

organization.  First step of the com-

mittee was to create a tool to have a 

fast connection to its members, this 

was the introduction for NGAI into 

Facebook and Twitter.  NGAUS util-

izes these social networking tools for 

legislative information and a com-

mon operating picture for its or-

ganization, NGAI has followed 

suit.  We challenge the members to 

visit the sites for updates daily.  

Future Public Relation initiatives 

are on the horizon and need mem-

bers to lend a hand getting the 

message out.  New NGAI website, 

an online newsletter, advertisements, 

and a new logo are just around the 

corner.  Any questions please con-

tact Jason Celetti at  

jason.celletti@us.army.mil. 
   

 The 39th annual EANGUS conference was held in St. Louis, MO 6-11 August. Professional development 

members got to hear from National Guard Bureau senior   leaders: Gen Craig R. McKinley, Chief of the NGB; Lt Gen 

Harry M. Wyatt III, Director of the NGB; MG Raymond W. Carpenter, Director Army National Guard; CMSgt Denise 
Jeninski-Hall, NGB Senior Enlisted Advisor; CSM Richard J. Burch, CSM Army National Guard and CMSgt Christo-

pher A. Muncy, CCM Air National Guard, just to name a few. All emphasized the importance of belonging to profes-

sional organizations and doing your best to be ready for the future. 

 While professional development was going on the main body conducted the business of EANGUS. We 

approved several committee reports, changes to bylaws and elected new Executive Board members. This year, EAN-

GUS awarded ten- $2000 scholarships and has just signed on with Grantham University for a four year scholarship 

worth $36000 for EANGUS members or their spouses. Watch eangus.org for further details. The delegate body passed 

two bylaws changes- a $2 National membership increase effective 1 Jan 12 and we gave the Executive Council the 

ability to conduct 2 meetings per year via teleconference, video conference, web conference or other electronic means 
available. 

 Now, I wouldn’t be telling you the truth if I said we didn’t get to enjoy a little taste of St. Louis. The first 

night we attended the Welcome Night at Busch Stadium, where the Anheuser-Busch Clydesdales and the St. Louis 

Cardinals mascot, Fred Bird, greeted us. He’s not so friendly to Cubs fans! The third night we enjoyed foods from the 

seven different Areas EANGUS is divided into. Finally, the last night we attended the All States Banquet and Awards 

Program where we honored SOY and AOY.   

What happened at the EANGUS Conference? 

MSgt Donald Southerland, EANGUS  Vice President 

 

Dr Michael Ayers, Executive Vice President of the Illinois Chamber of 

Commerce, was honored this past summer at the 132nd NGAUS Con-
ference by being awarded the NGAUS Patrick Henry Award. Dr Ayers 
was nominated for this award by our Adjutant General, MG William 
Enyart. At each annual NGAUS conference, only a few recipients from 
across the country are awarded this the second highest of all NGAUS 
awards. Many of our Illinois Guardsmen and women know Dr. Ayers 
as an strong advocate for the soldiers and airmen of the ILNG, and not 
only for the NG, but all military persons whether active or retired. Dr. 

Ayers, a former guardsman himself, currently serves the DOD as Illi-
nois State Chair of the Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve, 
having been an active participant in ESGR for 10 years. He has served 
the ILNG for several years in the very special capacity of  board mem-
ber of the Lincoln’s Challenge Academy. Dr Ayers’ support and assis-
tance to NGAI, specifically in the area of fund raising, has been abso-
lutely critical to the production of several important NGAI events and 
programs. The Patrick Henry Award Citation concludes that “Dr. 

Ayers is an exceptional leader, visionary and tireless advocate for the 
National Guard, and is most deserving of the Patrick Henry Award.” 

Technology Corner 

CPT Jason Celletti, 65th TCB Director  
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Aimee Lafrance is the recipient of 
this yearõs National Guard Associa-
tion of Illinois Scholarship.  Aimee 
lives in OõFallon, IL and is the 
daughter of retired 126 ARW member 
MSgt Cindy Lafrance.  She is cur-
rently a sophomore at Southwestern 
Illinois College (SWIC) in Belleville.  

After complet-
ing her educa-
tion at SWIC 
she intends to 
transfer to 
Southern Illi-
nois University 
at Edwardsville 
(SIUE), major-
ing in history.  
Aimee looks 
forward to 
using her edu-
cation in his-
tory to one 

day teach.  Her long term goals 
include attending seminary so she 
can have a positive impact on 
young people by becoming a Youth  
Pastor.   

FORT IRWIN, Calif. – The hiss of a rocket propelled 

grenade flew overhead as an improvised explosive 
device detonated and screams of terrified civilians could 

be heard in the distance.  This was not the streets of 
Kabul, Afghanistan or Baghdad, Iraq.  This was Medina 

Wasi, the imaginary Iraqi village built at the National 
Training Center (NTC) in Fort Irwin, Calif. 

 Soldiers from the Illinois Army National 
Guard's 1344th Transportation Company in East St. 

Louis are going through the most realistic training the 
Army has to offer during the unit's annual   training in 

May.   
 The training is made even more realistic    

because the villagers are real Iraqi civilians.  The town 
of Medina Wasi was designed by Hollywood movie set 

designers and is based on a real Iraqi village.  There is an 
operational hotel in the village for role players and news 

media to stay. 
 “My jaw dropped when I saw this village,” 

said Platoon Leader 2nd Lt. Brett White of Springfield.  
“I knew the training would be realistic, but I   didn't 

expect anything like this.” 
 The village is designed to train Soldiers for 

various situations they could face if they were to deploy 
in support of operations Iraqi or        Enduring Freedom.  

While at NTC, one of the 1344th's missions is to  react to 
enemy fire while driving or walking in an urban area.   

 During the training the unit drove into 

the village where they were immediately surrounded 
with explosions and gunfire coming from every 

direction, only to discover the explosions they heard 
seriously wounded two American Soldiers in the area.   

 White's mission was to rescue two 
wounded American Soldiers on the ground and keep 

the 12 Soldiers under his command as safe as possi-
ble. White arrived on the scene, got out of his ar-

mored vehicle and began to direct his people to ac-
complish the mission.  He sent a team of three Sol-

diers to assist the two wounded American Soldiers, 
while the rest of the platoon       provided security 

with their M249 semi automatic weapon.  Next they 
loaded the two wounded Soldiers in the vehicle. 

White counted to ensure he had everyone in his 
platoon and left the area with his team intact and the 

two wounded American Soldiers alive. But that was 
not the end of the training for White's Soldiers that 

day.    
 Once the scenario was completed, the 

Soldiers met with mentors in a high-tech briefing 
room for an after action review, where they were 

shown video footage of the training they had just 
completed. The unit was shown what they did right 

and what they need to improve for      future missions.    
  “The training was first class,” said 

White. “Everything was realistic, the role players, the 

explosions and the feedback we received.  This will 
only make us better if we ever do have to use this 

training.” 
 While the 1344th has never deployed as a 

whole unit during the current conflicts in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, Soldiers from the East St. Louis Army 

National Guard unit have supported   deployments for 
more than 20 units in Illinois and two other states 

since operations Iraqi and Enduring Freedom began 
in 2001 and 2002.  Many of the unit’s Soldiers have 

been deployed multiple times in their careers. 

 

Scholarship Corner 

EAST ST. LOUIS NATIONAL GUARD  SOLDIERS RECEIVE     

 REALISTIC TRAINING IN CALIFORNIA 

N a t a l i e 
Richardson 
is the 2010 
Recipient of 
the NGAI 
scholarship 
awarded to 
an ARNG 
dependent. 
Natalie is a 

sophomore at Lincoln Land Commu-
nity College.  She is also the Student 
Trustee, and represents the student 
body on the Board of Trustees.  She 
will earn her associates degree 
Spring 2011.  She plans to transfer 
to Western Illinois University and 
major in Graphic Communication and 
Professional Writing. Natalieõs father 
is SGM John Richardson is assigned 
to Det 3, HHC, 35th Infantry Division 
in Bartonville. 

Courtney Irizarry is the 2010 recipi-
ent of the USAA Scholarship pre-
sented by NGAI on behalf of EANGUS. 
Courtney is 18 and attending EIU to 
Major in Art/Graphic Design, with a 
minor in Advertising.  Her interests 
include drawing, playing baseball, 
shopping, and hanging out with 
friends.  Courtney is the daughter of 
MSgt Cindy Neitzel, a 22 year mili-
tary veteran in the 182nd Airlift 
Wing working as an 
Equal Opportunity 
Specialist.  In the 
civilian world, she 
is the Audit and 
Advisory Services 
Manager for the 
State Universities 
Civil Service System 
in Urbana. 

Sgt. Daniel Stinson, 139th Mobile Public Affairs 

Detachment 
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If you would like to receive the Prairie Minuteman as an online version, 

please send an E -Mail to ngaimembership@ngai.com and we will add your 

name to the list.  Also, please update us with your new information if you 

have changed E -Mail addresses recently.  

 

National Guard Association of Illinois  
1301 N. MacArthur  Blvd. 
Springfield , IL 62702-2399 
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